BARRIERS AND INCENTIVES TO
URBAN SUSTAINABILITY ASSESSMENT
Work Package 7

RATIONALE KEY TASKS OF THE RESEARCH

Assessment of urban sustainability is a means to
an end in that it is intended to guide design and
planning decisions in a way that contributes to
sustainable development. The impact of
assessment mechanisms towards this goal
depends on the level of use and adoption of
sustainability assessment tools. The
determinants of usage and adoption of tools are
complex and include legal, institutional and
regulatory frameworks, as well as factors specific
to organisations and systems for which the
assessment tools are designed.

Investigate and identify the various
barriers to sustainability assessment

Investigate and identify incentives that can
facilitate and encourage sustainability
assessment and the adoption of requisite
tools

Develop processes and approaches to
overcome the identified barriers to
adoption of sustainability assessment tools
and integrate these into the ISAT

RESEARCH AIM development process

It is the aim of this Work Package to
investigate and identify the barriers to
sustainability assessment and the
adoption of assessment tools; and
assess the potential impact of various
approaches and incentives to overcome
them.

Provide advice and recommendations to
industry and government regarding the
potential impact of different types of
incentives for more robust and transparent
urban sustainability assessments

Behavioural Factors Institutional Factors Economic Factors
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Lack of information shari
knowledge Lack of information sharing Inadequate funds
| | |
Complexity of Sustainability Disjunction between policy - Existing funds already pre -allocated
issues c makers and practitioners to other initiatives
Uncertainty Organisational culture Lack of a prioritising mechanism

Con:&ent:tion Fragmentation of roles within an Tech | ical Fact
organisation echnologica actors

alternatives ‘

P What works?
(I;g;el;?:rt]s Limitation of jurisdiction Lack of interoperability
P P! What counts most?

Landscape of Barriers and Incentives to
Urban Sustainability Assessment

Cost of change
S':;‘G’:;‘;L «[# Lack of data Multiple hardware platforms
Apprehension

Lack of Lack of formal standards for
catalytic Political acceptability of tools interfaces, files, and data
personality terminology
Poor Lack of visible targets and inertia

marketing of the built environment Lack of flexibility

For more information on this and other research by SUE-MoT please visit our web-
site. SUE-MOT (Sustainable Urban Environment - Metrics, Models and Toolkits) is a
UK EPSRC funded consortium of academic, industrial and community focused
partners.

www.sue-mot.org
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